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1037 Old York Road, Ringoes,  New Jersey  08551     (908) 812 - 1003 
Web site; restotechnj.com  E-Mail; adam@restotechnj.com 
 
 
September 23, 2009 
 
 
Robbinsville Township 
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����	���	��������������
 
 
 
RE: DOCUMENTATION OF THE CATTAIL TAVERN 
 
 
 This is a brief documentation of the Cat Tail Tavern s as found in August of 2009 at the 
request of Robbinsville Township. The structure is a two story wood frame dwelling 
rumored to have been constructed in 1742. Most of its original features/historic fabric had 
been removed, covered, or altered by multiple renovations. We determined that this 
structure had been constructed in three different phases. Looking from the street we are 
labeling them from the left one, two, and three. The oldest being section three then 
section one followed by section two as the most recent.  All three sections of this 
structure show signs of serious deterioration. It appears that the structure had been well 
maintained and sympathetically renovated until around the second ¼ of the 19th century. 
After that damage from neglect, minimal maintenance, poor renovations, leaky roofs, and 
insects have taken their toll.  
                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
                                                
                                                                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              Front view (south) showing the different sections 
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                                         Ariel view of property 
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SECTION ONE;  
 
This is a two story timber frame with a full basement and an attic. 
 
EXTERIOR; 
 
Foundation:  
        Brick with the southern wall being replaced by concrete block  
         
Siding:  
         South wall Asbestos over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard 
         West wall asphalt over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard   
         North and east walls asphalt over cedar shake over original 5/8 x 10” pine     
clapboard 
 
Roofing: 
         Asphalt over yellow pine T&G roofers (a 20th century roof) Evidence of cedar 
shakes was found 
 
Windows: 
       As found were 12 over 1. They were the original frames and upper sash. One lower 
sash was an original with the muttons removed. Two north windows were replaced with 
newer of similar size but with 1over1 sashes. The original frames had 2” jambs with fork 
and tongue joinery.  
 
INTERIOR; 
Basement: 
         One room with dirt floor some concrete  
 
First floor: 
 
        As found;  
 One large room with a bathroom carved out of the north east corner. Stairs are located in 
the southeast corner. The attic, basement, and main stair case are stacked one over the 
other. The walls are plaster and the ceiling is sheetrock. There is a fireplace on the west 
wall. This fire place was either changed during construction or during a later renovation 
due to framing evidence. The current mantle also may not be original.  
       
       Originally; 
   Two rooms divided by a plank wall. The southern smaller room contained the entry 
door and stairs to the second floor. The northern larger room contained the fireplace and a 
built in cupboard. Both rooms originally had exposed ceiling joists with beveled edges 
which were later covered with plaster and then sheetrock. On the east side of the northern 
room from below the stairs to the northeast corner was a small/narrow closet. 
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Second floor: 
  
  As found;  
    There was a landing and hall at the top of the steps with two rooms to the west. Both 
rooms had original doors. The southern room was made larger by removing a hallway to 
the attic door. The northern room retains its original configuration with a fire place on the 
west wall. The fire place never had any kind of mantle. The rooms were divided by a 
plank wall covered with hand split lath and plaster. The ceiling is covered with hand split 
lath and plaster. The ceiling joists are beveled. Both the ceiling joists and plank wall 
appear to have been originally exposed. However they were never painted or darkened 
due to smoke or sun fading indicating they may have been covered shortly after 
construction. All exterior walls were plaster over brick. 
 
Attic; 
The attic is typical with exposed framing and non painted flooring. All visible framing is 
hand hewn. 
 
Framing; 
The timbers are all hand hewn of oak and poplar. The first and second floor ceiling joists 
are hand planed and beveled the first floor being much finer. Many of the studs are larger 
than typical and pegged at the top and bottom. The frame only has two bents. It has 
gunstock posts.   
 
Comments/findings; 
 
 This section gives every indication of an 18th century structure, most likely built during 
the third or fourth ¼ of the 18th century. It is constructed of all hand hewn materials. Its 
original nails were hand wrought. Its use of timber frame window bucks with 12 over 12 
sashes. Its exposed beam ceilings and use of plank walls. The original siding which was 
uncovered was extremely weathered. It was 5/8”x10” with a 1/2 “bead nailed on with 
hand wrought nails. There was evidence of early hardware; part of a wooden latch on the 
basement steps, and pintles with strap hinges on the entry doors. Its first alterations seem 
to be some time during the Federal period. This renovation used machine cut nails. 
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Section one 1st floor looking northeast                   Section one 1st floor looking southeast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section one 1st floor looking                               Section one 1st floor looking               
southeast                                                              southeast 
Stairs as found                                                     Stairs uncovered 
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Section one1st floor                                                          Section one 1st floor 
Basement door latch                                                         Basement door with wrought                   
                                                                                          hinges 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section one 1st floor                                             Section one 1st floor 
Fire place mantle                                                  looking north west                                                
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Section one 1st floor                                             Section one 1st floor 
Looking north west                                               built in cabinet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section one 1st floor                                               Section one 1st floor showing 
Built in cabinet                                                       line of plank wall on ceiling joist 
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Section one 1st floor ceiling joists                                   Section one 1st floor ceiling joists                           
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section one 2nd floor looking down steps           Section one 2nd floor looking east 
                                                                             Door is to attic stairs 
                                                                             Southern room 
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Section one 2nd floor looking North West                    Section one 2nd floor looking north east 
Northern room                                                              Northern room 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    
         Section one plank walls 2nd floor 
 
 
 

Section one latch 2nd floor 
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Section one plank wall 2nd floor                                   Section one ceiling joist2nd floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section one ceiling joists 2nd floor 
 
 
                                                                                            Section one  
                                                                                            Top plate, post, joist joinery 
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Section one fire back framing                                                 Section one chimney base 
 
 

 
 

                       
                      Section one attic looking east  
 
 
 

Section one basement arch chimney 
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Section one attic looking north east 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                             Section one attic looking west 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section one from the north 
 
                                                                                              Section one attic rafter plate 
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Section one from south 
                                                                                           Section one from south 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sections one and two from the north 
 
 
 
                                                                                               Section one gun stock post 
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SECTION TWO;  
 
This is a two story timber frame with a crawl space and an attic. This section also extends 
over section three adding a second floor and attic to that section. 
 
EXTERIOR; 
 
Foundation:  
         The southern wall was replaced by concrete block. The northern wall was mostly of 
field stone. There was no evidence of foundation walls to the east or west. The fireplace 
base to the east was field stone. 
         
Siding:  
         South wall was Asbestos over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard  
         North wall was asphalt over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard 
 
Roofing: 
         Asphalt over yellow pine T&G roofers (a 20th century roof) Evidence of cedar 
shakes was found 
 
Windows: 
       As found were 2 over 2. They were not original. The sash appeared to be from the 
latter 1800s and the frames appeared to be from the early to mid 1800s. Some windows 
were new 20th century replacements.  
 
INTERIOR; 
Basement: 
         None, crawl space only with dirt floor. The joists are sawn oak. Of interesting note 
are battens under the joints of every floor board. 
 
First floor: 
        As found;  
 It was one large room with stairs in the north east corner. The stairs are early 20th century 
replacements. There is a mid size cooking fireplace on the east wall which was partially 
covered by paneling. The walls are plaster over brick and the ceiling is sheetrock. 
 
 
  
        Originally; 
It was one large room with a cooking fire place on the east wall. Next to the fire place to 
the north was a winder stair case. Over the fireplace was vertical bead board paneling. 
The ceiling joists were originally exposed. They were hand planed with a beveled edge. 
The ceiling joists had never been painted and were black from smoke. They had been 
notched to level the new ceiling. 
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Second floor: 
         As found;  
 There are two rooms over section two and one room over section three. The steps come 
up in the north east corner to a small room/landing area... To the west is a large room 
with a closet built into the North West corner. To the south is a small room. Through this 
room you can enter the room over section three. There are two steps down into this room. 
This room also has attic steps in the North West corner. The rooms were divided by a 
plank walls covered with hand split lath and plaster. The ceiling is covered with hand 
split lath and plaster... All exterior walls were plaster over brick. 
 
      Originally; 
There were three rooms over section two and one room over section three. From a small 
winder stair you came into the north east room. There is a small room to the south and a 
large room to the west. The rooms were divided by bead board plank walls. The ceiling 
joists were hand planed with a beveled edge. Both the ceiling joists and plank walls 
appear to have been originally exposed neither were ever painted. Although never painted 
there were signs of aging indicating they were exposed for some time. 
 
       Attic; 
The attic is typical with exposed framing and non painted flooring. There is a chimney at 
the attics center. 
 
Framing; 
The timbers are predominantly sawn of oak and poplar. The lower tie beams and top 
plates are hand hewn. The rafters are sawn poplar. The first and second floor ceiling 
joists are hand planed and beveled all poplar accept for the two lower tie beams. The first 
floor joist were larger then those on the second floor. The corner posts are small in size. 
The second floor y braces are very long and some are not at right angles. The crawl space 
joists appeared to be oak. The marriage marks indicated it was built from west to east. 
 
Comments/findings; 
   Section two of this structure is the newest of the sections. Most of its timbers were 
vertically sawn. Its original nails were a mix of hand wrought and machine cut with 
wrought heads. While showing lots of deterioration from insects it showed the least 
amount of wear from use. The timber frame was cut to go in the middle of sections one 
and three while also adding a full second story to section three. All signs point to it 
replacing an earlier structure of possibly 11/2 stories due to evidence on the east wall of 
section one. When constructed it also shortened section threes length by almost two feet 
so its tie beam could clear the existing chimney. Its construction date could range from 
the last part of the 18th century to the first part of the 19th century. 
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Section two 1st floor looking east                          Section two 1st floor fire place as found               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section two 1st floor fire place uncovered 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                         Section two 1st floor  
                                                                                         Part of old door under stairs 
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Section two 1st floor                                                       Section two 1st floor 
Old stair shadow line                                                      Old stair shadow line 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Section two 2nd floor                                               
                  Note; long diagonal brace 

Section two window trim 
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        Section two 2nd floor  
        Note; long brace at low angle 
 
 
 
 

Section two 2nd floor chimney 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section two 2nd floor looking north west               Section two 2nd floor looking south east 
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Section two 2nd floor looking east 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                            Section two 2nd floor plank wall 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section two 2nd floor plank wall                                    Section two 2nd floor door 
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Section two 2nd floor joists                                      Section two 2nd floor joists 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Section two post girt joint 
                                                                                Section two back of lower tie beam 
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                    Section two post, top plate, and joist joint 
 
 
 
 

Section two joist joint 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Section two looking east                                                                Section two looking east 
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SECTION THREE: 
 
This was a 11/2 story timber frame framed in the Dutch style. It was later made two 
stories with the addition of section two.  
 
 
 
EXTERIOR; 
 
Foundation:  
         The southern and eastern walls were replaced by concrete block. The northern wall 
was mostly of field stone. There was no evidence of foundation walls to the west. The 
fireplace base to the west was field stone. 
         
Siding:  
         South wall was Asbestos over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard  
         North and east walls were asphalt over 19th century ½ x 8” pine clapboard 
 
Windows: 
       As found were 2 over 2. They were not original. The sash appeared to be from the 
latter 1800s and the frames appeared to be from the early to mid 1800s. Some windows 
were new 20th century replacements.  
 
INTERIOR; 
 
Basement: 
         None, crawl space only with dirt floor. The joists are sawn oak. Of interesting note 
there are battens under the joints of every floor board. These joists are not original they 
were added when section two was constructed. 
 
First floor: 
        As found;  
 It was one large room with a closet in the North West corner. This closet was originally a 
set of winder stairs. There is a mid size cooking fireplace on the west wall which was 
covered by paneling. The walls are plaster and the ceiling joists are exposed. The joists 
are hewn with beveled edges and many layers of paint.  
 
        Originally; 
   It was one large room with a cooking fire place on the west wall. There was a cooking 
oven extending north from the fire box it could have been added at a later date  Next to 
the fire place in front of the cooking oven was a winder stair case to the second floor.  
The ceiling joists were originally exposed. They were hand hewn and planed with a 
beveled edge all of poplar. 
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Second floor: 
   As found;  
  It was one large room with stairs to the attic in the North West corner. 
 
Originally; 
 One large room 
Attic; 
N/A 
 
 
Framing; 
  The timbers are hand hewn of oak and poplar. It was framed in the Dutch style having H 
bents approximately every three feet with no girts and minimal bracing. The marriage 
marks indicated it was built from west to east. 
 
  
Comments/findings; 
  Section three is the oldest of the three existing sections. It showed signs of its age 
through alterations and wear. The flooring on the second floor was worn by heavy foot 
traffic more so than anywhere else in the structure. Also helping to show age was the use 
of only hand hewn timbers and hand wrought nails. This section could date to the 
rumored construction date of 1742 but could also have been its first addition. Section 
three ended approximately at the middle of the existing chimney but was shortened by 
almost two feet when section two was constructed. 
 
 
 
 

 
             Section three1st floor looking north east                                 section three 1st floor looking south  
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        Section three 1st floor looking north west                                Section three 1st floor fire place  

After paneling removal                                                   Note: oven opening 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Section three 1st floor looking north west                             Section three fire place flue         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 25 

 

 
Section three 2nd floor                                                Section three 2nd floor 
Shows original top plate                                             Between section two and three 
Top plate was original eve height                               Shows top plate cut back to bent two 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section three 2nd floor looking north 
 
 
                                                                                           Section three 2nd floor  
                                                                                           Attic stair entry 
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Section three 2nd floor looking north east                 Section three showing recycled noging 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Section three 
Showing hand wrought nail heads                                       Section three  
On bead board walls                                                            Showing marriage marks  
                                                                                             On framing 
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Trim:  
All three sections had varying examples of a flat beaded board with back band. Sections 
one and two had chair rail in every room. 
 
Chimney: 
 The chimney between sections two and three is quite intriguing and at the same time 
puzzling. As found it was a central chimney like you would find in New England. This 
type of chimney would be very unusual for this area. It was all brick built on a field stone 
base. There was no evidence of stone under either hearth (which were no longer there) 
only boards nailed on the joists to hold in a sand base. The fire box to the west had an 
opening of three feet high by six feet wide. The east fire box had an opening of five feet 
high by six feet wide. Both were of equal depth. There were no apparent joints or seems 
to indicate separate dates of construction. Even the chimneys stack /flue showed no signs 
of alteration or being lengthened accept for a corbelled row of brick above the attic floor. 
The brick throughout its construction was consistent showing no obvious differences. 
However it would be possible to lengthen a chimney without any obvious signs if the 
brick and mortar used were very similar. There was a bake oven built to the north side of 
the east fire box. The entire oven sat within the houses main framing, not extending to the 
exterior like usually seen. This oven was not integrated into the chimneys construction. It 
was built up against the cheek wall of the fire box and stood on three crumbling brick 
piers. It sat approximately one foot above the floor with the piers extending through the 
floor to the crawl space. There were thick planks on top of the piers followed by a thick 
mortar bed and than a brick base which the dome was built on. It had no flue of its own. 
The way it was constructed makes me wonder if it was added later but there was no 
indication of the framing or stairs being altered. I have never seen a bake oven built quite 
like this one before. One might also wonder if this chimney replaced an earlier one when 
section two was constructed. However, the tie beam of section three’s first bent remained 
imbedded in the north side of the chimney. Since most of this bent was removed when 
section two was constructed, it would seem peculiar to leave this when rebuilding a new 
chimney at that time. This tie beam is connected approximately in the middle of the 
masonry where the two fireboxes or flues would be back to back. This could indicate the 
fire place was replaced when section three was constructed.  If this chimney did replace 
or evolve out of an earlier one (possibly what section two replaced) it may have been on 
an exterior wall until section three was added. If at that point it was rebuilt, one could 
understand the philosophy of leaving it in the same place. We may never know what the 
reasons for this chimneys design but it was still very interesting.   
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West fire box                                                                 East fire box 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          Bake oven looking west 
 
 

Bake oven  
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Bake oven interior                                                     Bake oven cross section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bake oven cross section                                              Bake oven base with tapered bricks 
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 Bake oven opening from oven side                        North side of chimney 1st floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South side of chimney 1st floor 
 
 
                                                                                          West side of chimney 
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Attic view from west                                                            North side of chimney 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                Corbelled row of bricks over attic floor 
 
 
 
 
 

West side above roof  
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View down the well                                                              After gone 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items found and donated to the township 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                        Artifacts donated to the township 
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          View of sections two and three where                
           their framing came together 
 

Mortise evidence of a front porch 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Very old tree stump in the back yard                               Sign in front of the house 
View from the attic 5-6 feet across 


