1037 Old York Road, Ringoes, New Jersey 08551(908) 812 - 1003
Web site; restotechnj.com E-Mail; adam@restotechngom

September 23, 2009

Robbinsville Township

RE: DOCUMENTATION OF THE CATTAIL TAVERN

This is a brief documentation of the Cat Tail Tiawve as found in August of 2009 at the
request of Robbinsville Township. The structura tsvo story wood frame dwelling
rumored to have been constructed in 1742. Modsadriginal features/historic fabric had
been removed, covered, or altered by multiple ratious. We determined that this
structure had been constructed in three differeasps. Looking from the street we are
labeling them from the left one, two, and threee Didest being section three then
section one followed by section two as the mostmecAll three sections of this
structure show signs of serious deteriorationpfteaars that the structure had been well
maintained and sympathetically renovated until acbtihe second ¥z of the L@entury.
After that damage from neglect, minimal maintenapo®r renovations, leaky roofs, and
insects have taken their toll.

Front view (southpsghng the different sections



Ariel viewd property



SECTION ONE;
This is a two story timber frame with a full baserhand an attic.
EXTERIOR;

Foundation:
Brick with the southern wall being replad®dconcrete block

Siding:

South wall Asbestos over'i€entury ¥ x 8” pine clapboard

West wall asphalt over'1@entury ¥ x 8” pine clapboard

North and east walls asphalt over cedakalover original 5/8 x 10” pine
clapboard

Roofing:
Asphalt over yellow pine T&G roofers (a2€entury roof) Evidence of cedar
shakes was found

Windows:

As found were 12 over 1. They were the oagiframes and upper sash. One lower
sash was an original with the muttons removed. madh windows were replaced with
newer of similar size but with 1overl sashes. Tigiral frames had 2” jambs with fork
and tongue joinery.

INTERIOR;
Basement:
One room with dirt floor some concrete

First floor:

As found;
One large room with a bathroom carved out of thithneast corner. Stairs are located in
the southeast corner. The attic, basement, and steiincase are stacked one over the
other. The walls are plaster and the ceiling iesloek. There is a fireplace on the west
wall. This fire place was either changed duringstarction or during a later renovation
due to framing evidence. The current mantle alsyp nud be original.

Originally;

Two rooms divided by a plank wall. The southsmmaller room contained the entry
door and stairs to the second floor. The northargelr room contained the fireplace and a
built in cupboard. Both rooms originally had expseiling joists with beveled edges
which were later covered with plaster and then tsbele. On the east side of the northern
room from below the stairs to the northeast cowees a small/narrow closet.



Second floor:

As found;

There was a landing and hall at the top ofstees with two rooms to the west. Both
rooms had original doors. The southern room waseneger by removing a hallway to
the attic door. The northern room retains its odjiconfiguration with a fire place on the
west wall. The fire place never had any kind of tteaThe rooms were divided by a
plank wall covered with hand split lath and plasiére ceiling is covered with hand split
lath and plaster. The ceiling joists are beveleathBhe ceiling joists and plank wall
appear to have been originally exposed. Howevsrwexe never painted or darkened
due to smoke or sun fading indicating they may Haeen covered shortly after
construction. All exterior walls were plaster oweick.

Attic;
The attic is typical with exposed framing and namped flooring. All visible framing is
hand hewn.

Framing;

The timbers are all hand hewn of oak and poplae. fifst and second floor ceiling joists
are hand planed and beveled the first floor beinghmfiner. Many of the studs are larger
than typical and pegged at the top and bottom.fiigmee only has two bents. It has
gunstock posts.

Comments/findings;

This section gives every indication of af"i&ntury structure, most likely built during
the third or fourth ¥ of the ¥8century. It is constructed of all hand hewn materilts
original nails were hand wrought. Its use of timfsame window bucks with 12 over 12
sashes. Its exposed beam ceilings and use of plaltd The original siding which was
uncovered was extremely weathered. It was 5/8"xiffi a 1/2 “bead nailed on with
hand wrought nails. There was evidence of earlgware; part of a wooden latch on the
basement steps, and pintles with strap hingeseeritry doors. Its first alterations seem
to be some time during the Federal period. Thisvation used machine cut nails.



Section one % floor looking northeast Sectimme F' floor looking southeast

Section one % floor looking Seatione £ floor looking
southeast southeast
Stairs as found Stairs uncovered



Section onelst floor Section one 1st floor

Basement door latch Basement door with wrought
hinges

Section one % floor Section one 1st floor

Fire place mantle looking north west



Section one 1st floor Section one 1st floor
Looking north west built in cabinet

Section one 1st floor Section one 1st floor showing
Built in cabinet line of plank wall on ceilingigt



Section one % floor ceiling joists Section one®ifloor ceiling joists

Section one ¥ floor looking down steps Section ofiéfor looking east
Door is to attic stairs
Southern room



Section one ™ floor looking North West Sectione 29 floor looking north east
Northern room Northern room

Section one plank wall&"loor

Section one latch"®floor



Section one plank wall 2nd floor Section one ceiling joist2nd floor

Section one ceiling joists"2floor

Sectioreon
Top plapest, joist joinery
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Section one fire back framing Section one chimney base

Section one attic lookingteas

Section one basement arch chimney
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Section one attic looking north east

Section one from the north

Sectiamreattic looking west

Sectiome attic rafter plate
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Section one from south

Sections one and two from the north

Section drmn south

Sectmme gun stock post
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SECTION TWO;

This is a two story timber frame with a crawl space an attic. This section also extends
over section three adding a second floor and tttibat section.

EXTERIOR,;

Foundation:

The southern wall was replaced by condskiek. The northern wall was mostly of
field stone. There was no evidence of foundatiolista the east or west. The fireplace
base to the east was field stone.

Siding:
South wall was Asbestos ovel’X@ntury % x 8" pine clapboard
North wall was asphalt overi&entury % x 8" pine clapboard

Roofing:
Asphalt over yellow pine T&G roofers (a2€entury roof) Evidence of cedar
shakes was found

Windows:

As found were 2 over 2. They were not ordjiThe sash appeared to be from the
latter 1800s and the frames appeared to be froraatg to mid 1800s. Some windows
were new 28 century replacements.

INTERIOR;
Basement:

None, crawl space only with dirt floor.d joists are sawn oak. Of interesting note
are battens under the joints of every floor board.

First floor:

As found;
It was one large room with stairs in the northt easner. The stairs are early”2®entury
replacements. There is a mid size cooking fireptaténe east wall which was partially
covered by paneling. The walls are plaster ovarklaind the ceiling is sheetrock.

Originally;
It was one large room with a cooking fire placetlos east wall. Next to the fire place to
the north was a winder stair case. Over the fi@plaas vertical bead board paneling.
The ceiling joists were originally exposed. Theyrevband planed with a beveled edge.
The ceiling joists had never been painted and Wkxek from smoke. They had been
notched to level the new ceiling.
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Second floor:

As found;
There are two rooms over section two and one roeen section three. The steps come
up in the north east corner to a small room/landireg... To the west is a large room
with a closet built into the North West corner. the south is a small room. Through this
room you can enter the room over section threereTaee two steps down into this room.
This room also has attic steps in the North Westearo The rooms were divided by a
plank walls covered with hand split lath and plasi&e ceiling is covered with hand
split lath and plaster... All exterior walls weragter over brick.

Originally;
There were three rooms over section two and onm i@eer section three. From a small
winder stair you came into the north east room.r&lea small room to the south and a
large room to the west. The rooms were divideddaddboard plank walls. The ceiling
joists were hand planed with a beveled edge. Bwtceiling joists and plank walls
appear to have been originally exposed neither eeee painted. Although never painted
there were signs of aging indicating they were sgpidor some time.

Attic;
The attic is typical with exposed framing and namped flooring. There is a chimney at
the attics center.

Framing;

The timbers are predominantly sawn of oak and poplze lower tie beams and top
plates are hand hewn. The rafters are sawn paarfirst and second floor ceiling

joists are hand planed and beveled all poplar adoeghe two lower tie beams. The first
floor joist were larger then those on the secoadrflThe corner posts are small in size.
The second floor y braces are very long and someaatrat right angles. The crawl space
joists appeared to be oak. The marriage marksateticit was built from west to east.

Comments/findings;

Section two of this structure is the neweshef $ections. Most of its timbers were
vertically sawn. Its original nails were a mix @rid wrought and machine cut with
wrought heads. While showing lots of deteriorafiimm insects it showed the least
amount of wear from use. The timber frame was@gfotin the middle of sections one
and three while also adding a full second storgection three. All signs point to it
replacing an earlier structure of possibly 11/2istodue to evidence on the east wall of
section one. When constructed it also shorteneitbsetirees length by almost two feet
SO its tie beam could clear the existing chimnesyconstruction date could range from
the last part of the #Bcentury to the first part of the f@entury.
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Section two 1 floor looking east Seatiwo T floor fire place as found

Section two 1 floor fire place uncovered

Section twbflbor
Part of oldod under stairs
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Section two 1 floor
Old stair shadow line

Section two window trim

Section twosifloor
Old stair shadow line

Section twd"?floor
Note; long diagonal brace
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Section two"? floor
Note; long brace at low angle

Section two 2 floor chimney

Section two ¥ floor looking north west Section t&Y floor looking south east
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Section two ¥ floor looking east

Section two ¥ floor plank walll

Sectiorot@ floor plank wall

Section two ? floor door
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Section two ¥ floor joists

Section two post girt joint

Section two 2nd floor joists

Section two back ofv&r tie beam
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Section two post, top plate] @oist joint

Section two joist joint

Section two looking east Section tvemking east
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SECTION THREE:

This was a 11/2 story timber frame framed in thécBstyle. It was later made two
stories with the addition of section two.

EXTERIOR,;

Foundation:

The southern and eastern walls were reglay concrete block. The northern wall
was mostly of field stone. There was no evidend®whdation walls to the west. The
fireplace base to the west was field stone.

Siding:
South wall was Asbestos ovel'X@ntury ¥ x 8” pine clapboard
North and east walls were asphalt overdéhtury ¥2 x 8” pine clapboard

Windows:

As found were 2 over 2. They were not orddjiThe sash appeared to be from the
latter 1800s and the frames appeared to be froraahg to mid 1800s. Some windows
were new 20 century replacements.

INTERIOR,;

Basement:

None, crawl space only with dirt floor.d joists are sawn oak. Of interesting note
there are battens under the joints of every fla@rt. These joists are not original they
were added when section two was constructed.

First floor:
As found;

It was one large room with a closet in the Nortestcorner. This closet was originally a
set of winder stairs. There is a mid size cookirgpface on the west wall which was
covered by paneling. The walls are plaster and¢ileng joists are exposed. The joists
are hewn with beveled edges and many layers of.pain

Originally;

It was one large room with a cooking fire placethe west wall. There was a cooking
oven extending north from the fire box it could dbeen added at a later date Next to
the fire place in front of the cooking oven wasiader stair case to the second floor.
The ceiling joists were originally exposed. Theyrevhand hewn and planed with a
beveled edge all of poplar.
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Second floor:
As found;
It was one large room with stairs to the attithie North West corner.

Originally;

One large room
Attic;

N/A

Framing;

The timbers are hand hewn of oak and poplarat fkamed in the Dutch style having H
bents approximately every three feet with no girtd minimal bracing. The marriage
marks indicated it was built from west to east.

Comments/findings;

Section three is the oldest of the three exissegiions. It showed signs of its age
through alterations and wear. The flooring on theosd floor was worn by heavy foot
traffic more so than anywhere else in the structdtso helping to show age was the use
of only hand hewn timbers and hand wrought nailés ection could date to the
rumored construction date of 1742 but could alseetzeen its first addition. Section
three ended approximately at the middle of thetiegschimney but was shortened by
almost two feet when section two was constructed.

Section threelst floor looking nordse section thr&dldor looking south
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Section three®floor looking north west
After paneling removal

Section three*ifloor looking north west

Section three®ifloor fire place
Note: oven opening

Section three fire place flue
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Section three ™ floor Section three" floor
Shows original top plate Between section two and three
Top plate was original eve height Shows top plate cut back to bent two

Section three floor looking north

Sectionaar?® floor
Attic staintry
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Section three™ floor looking north east Sectibinete showing recycled noging

Section three

Showing hand wrought nail heads Section three
On bead board walls Showing marriage marks
On framin
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Trim:
All three sections had varying examples of a fleded board with back band. Sections
one and two had chair rail in every room.

Chimney:

The chimney between sections two and three i duitiguing and at the same time
puzzling. As found it was a central chimney likeuywould find in New England. This
type of chimney would be very unusual for this ateaas all brick built on a field stone
base. There was no evidence of stone under eidztth(which were no longer there)
only boards nailed on the joists to hold in a shask. The fire box to the west had an
opening of three feet high by six feet wide. Thstdiae box had an opening of five feet
high by six feet wide. Both were of equal depthefhwere no apparent joints or seems
to indicate separate dates of construction. Everctiimneys stack /flue showed no signs
of alteration or being lengthened accept for a elbeld row of brick above the attic floor.
The brick throughout its construction was consisgiowing no obvious differences.
However it would be possible to lengthen a chimweiiout any obvious signs if the
brick and mortar used were very similar. There waske oven built to the north side of
the east fire box. The entire oven sat within tbedes main framing, not extending to the
exterior like usually seen. This oven was not iraégd into the chimneys construction. It
was built up against the cheek wall of the fire lamxl stood on three crumbling brick
piers. It sat approximately one foot above therflaih the piers extending through the
floor to the crawl space. There were thick plankgap of the piers followed by a thick
mortar bed and than a brick base which the domebwitson. It had no flue of its own.
The way it was constructed makes me wonder if &8 a@ded later but there was no
indication of the framing or stairs being altereddave never seen a bake oven built quite
like this one before. One might also wonder if thémney replaced an earlier one when
section two was constructed. However, the tie behsection three’s first bent remained
imbedded in the north side of the chimney. Sincstrbthis bent was removed when
section two was constructed, it would seem pectdideave this when rebuilding a new
chimney at that time. This tie beam is connectggd@pmately in the middle of the
masonry where the two fireboxes or flues would &ekito back. This could indicate the
fire place was replaced when section three wastarted. If this chimney did replace
or evolve out of an earlier one (possibly what isectwo replaced) it may have been on
an exterior wall until section three was addedat fhat point it was rebuilt, one could
understand the philosophy of leaving it in the sg@haee. We may never know what the
reasons for this chimneys design but it was stitininteresting.
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West fire box

Bake oven

East fire box

Bake oveaking west
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Bake oven interior Bake oven cross section

Bake oven cross section Bake oven base with tapered Isrick
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Bake oven opening from oven side

South side of chimney*floor

North side of chimney*floor

West sidecbhfmney
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Attic view from west

West side above roof

North side of chimney

Corbelled row of bricks over afflimor
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View down the well After gone

Items found and donated to the township

Artifacts daed to the township
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Mortise evidence of a front porch

Very old tree stump in the back yard
View from the attic 5-6 feet across

View of sections two and three where
their framing came together

Sign in front of the house
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